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2002 Annual Conference Recap

With the 2002 Annual Conference 3
months behind us, a recap of projects that we
agreed to work on as a group includes:

1. Continue updates to 105° C DM equation
2. Updates of Consortium hay equation will
proceed after differences between lab

performance is resolved

3. A sample handling ring test to determine
effect of variation in sample handling
between labs

4. Update of wet chemistry dNDF for
legume/grass hays and haylages for
microwave dried samples

5. Release of corn silage ANDF equation

As projects progress, Consortium
members will be contacted for participation.
Thanks to everyone’s input at the Annual
Conference this year!

Coors/Lauer Unfermented Corn
Silage Equation

The Consortium is working to get an
equation developed by Jim Coors and Joe Lauer
from the University of Wisconsin available to
Consortium members. At this time, licensing
with WAREF is being pursued. This equation is
a quality assessment for unfermented corn
silage and includes predictions for DM, CP,
ADF, NDF, NDFD, and Starch.

March/ April/ May, 2002

Updated Membership List

Please see the updated member list
below for information on contacting other
Consortium members. A document with full
listings of members, Consortium board, and
members’ websites is attached separately with
this newsletter. Let us know if there are any
further updates.

Sample Handling/Grinding
Survey

We conducted a survey of Consortium
labs to collect information on sample handling
and grinding before NIR scanning.  The
following table summarizes the similarities and
differences in method between our labs. The
next step will be to conduct a sample exchange
or sample evaluation to compare the effect of
variation in sample handling between labs.

During summer of 2000 the Consortium
conducted a particle size evaluation with the
alfalfa breeders. The results of this test showed
that by standardizing sample handling and
preparation, the alfalfa breeders were able to
improve repeatability within their own lab and
were better able to detect smaller differences
between samples.



Summary of Sample Handling Survey
Number of labs in survey: 11

Labs reporting method of drying used:

Oven alone: 4
Microwave alone: 4
Mic. & Oven: 3
Range in residual moisture: 2t0 12%

Range in time before scanning: 0.5to 24 hr

Labs reporting method of sample splitting used:

Mix then manual: 4
Mix then quarter or slice: 4
None/ whole sample dried 1

Labs reporting method of splitting the dry subsample:

All subsample ground 5
Mechanical separator: 2
Manual: 3

Labs reporting grinder type:

Cyclone-type (primary ) 6
Other (primary) 1
Wiley or other followed by cyclone 4
Range in screen change schedule: Y2 t0 5 mos.
Range in blade sharpening schedule: 1 to 5 mos.

Welcome to New Consortium
Instrument Specialist

Since our annual conference when most
of us met Susan Selman, our new instrument
specialist, and many members have had the
opportunity to work with her or ask her
questions. Here’s what Susan would like to
share with you about herself:

“I grew up on a small farm in eastern
South Dakota. Iearned a BS in Horticulture
and Biology at South Dakota State University.
Then I went to work in Kansas as a Nursery
Manager in Salina before moving to Manhattan
to work as an agricultural chemist. After this, I
went back to South Dakota State to pursue a
Masters in Agronomy while working full time
in the Plant Science Department with Forages
and Grasses. My masters thesis contained work

using a hand held FieldSpec-FR for a non-
destructive method of quick analysis. This
included collecting spectra from the hand held
instrument and converting those spectra to
NIRS compatible spectra. Equations were
developed for nondestructive intact plants,
dried whole plants and dried ground plants.
After receiving my Masters, I took a job with
W-L Research in Evansville, WI. I was the
forage lab manager until January 2002, when
the parent company closed the location. I have
worked with NIRS for about 10 years at SDSU
and W-L Research.

I have a wonderful husband and two
daughters and reside in Evansville, WL

I play woman and coed softball during
the summer.”

For further information on any of these
topics, please contact Patty Laskowski.

Patty Laskowski

NIRS Consortium

1575 Linden Drive

Madison, WI 53706

ph: 608-661-7678

Email:pmlaskowski @facstaff.wisc.edu
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MEMBERS: 04 Dairyland Laboratories
01 ABI Alfalfa, Inc. 217 East Main St.
2316 259th St. Arcadia, WI 54612

Ames, IA 50014

ph: 515-292-2432

fax: 515-292-8762

Paul Williams

Email: williams@abialfalfa.com
Jim Moutray

Email: moutray@abialfalfa.com

02 AgSource Cooperative Services

106 North Cecil St. P. O. Box 7
Bonduel, WI 54107

ph: 715-758-2178

fax: 715-758-2620

Steve Peterson - President, Board of Directors

Email: speterson@agsource.com
Doug Harland

Email: dharland@crinet.com

03 CAL-WEST Seeds

N4505 Cty. Rd. M

West Salem, WI 54669

ph: 608-786-1554

fax: 608-786-0565

David Johnson - Board of Directors
Email: d.johnson@calwestseeds.com
Valerie Walter

Email: v.walter@calwestseeds.com

(John Reich - California)

ph: 608-323-2123

fax: 608-323-2184

Dave Taysom

Email: dtaysom@dairylandlabs.com
Jerry Dekan

Email: jdekan@dairylandlabs.com
Michelle Walters

05 Dairyland Research International

(= Dairyland Seed)

9728 Clinton Corners Rd.

Clinton, WI 53525

ph: 608-676-2237

fax: 608-676-4588

Lorilea Reible - Board of Directors
Email: Ireible@dairylandseed.com
Mike Velde

Paul Sun

06 Dairy Tech Labs

(Pennfield Corp.)

805 Rohrerstown Rd.

P O Box 4366

Lancaster, PA 17604

ph: 717-295-8748

fax: 717-295-8752

Tim Snyder

Email: drtsnyder@pennfield.com
John Fidler

Email: jfidler@pennfield.com
Jesse Sanders

Email: service@dairytechlabs.com



07 FFR Cooperative 11 Pioneer HiBred Int'l, Inc.

4846 E450 N 7300 NW 62nd Ave., PO Box 1004
Lafayette, IN 47905 Johnston, IA 50131-1004
ph: 765-589-3123 ph: 515-334-6680
fax: 765-589-3150 fax: 515-253-2220
* Samuel Stratton * Donald Sapienza - Vice President, Board of Directors

Email: sstratton@ffrcoop.org Email: Don.Sapienza@pioneer.com

Mark Donahue

08 Forage Genetics Email: donahuemt@phibred.com
N5292 S. Gills Coulee Rd.

West Salem, WI 54669 12 Rock River Laboratory, Inc.

ph: 608-786-2121 PO Box 169

fax: 608-786-2193 Watertown, WI 53094-0169
* Dave Whalen ph: 920-261-0446

Email: dwhalen@foragegenetics.com fax: 920-261-1365

Mark McCaslin * Don Meyer

Email: mccaslin@foragegenetics.com Email: rrllab@execpc.com

09 Michigan Department of Agriculture 13 SDK Laboratories

1615 S. Harrison

East Lansing, MI 48824
ph: 517-337-5072

fax: 515-337-5094

* Harlan Stoin

Email: stoinh@state.mi.us

10 Olson Biochemistry Labs

SDSU ASC Rm. 133

N. Campus Dr., PO Box 2170
Brookings, SD 57007

ph: 605-688-6171

fax: 605-688-6295

Nancy Thiex

Email: nancy_thiex@sdstate.edu
Brian Steinlicht

Email: brian_steinlicht@sdstate.edu

1000 Corey Rd., PO Box 0886
Hutchinson, KS 67501
ph: 316-665-5661
fax: 316-665-0559
* Dennis Hogan
Email: dennis@sdklabs.com

Dan Banning

14 Servi-Tech Laboratories
1602 Park West Dr.; PO Box 169
Hastings, NE 68902
ph: 402-463-3522
fax: 402-463-8132

* Brian Shreve
Email: brians@servi-techinc.com
Kelli Conway

Email: hlabtech@servi-techinc.com



15 Stearns DHIA Central Laboratory
825 12th St. S., PO Box 227
Sauk Centre, MN 56378-0227
ph: 320-352-2028
fax: 320-352-6163
Email: chrish@stearnsdhialab.com
* Christine Henderson
Email: chrish@stearnsdhialab.com
Mark Heidgerken

Email: markh@stearnsdhialab.com

16 Land O'Lakes/ Farmland Feeds LLC

(Sure-Tech Labs)
2827 8th Ave. S.
Fort Dodge, IA 50501
ph: 515-574-2915
fax: 515-574-2952
* Bob Riesberg
Charlene Kuchenreuther

Email: ckuch@landolakes.com

2435 Kentucky Ave.
Building 9
Indianapolis, IN 46221
* Bill Shakal
Email: wshak@landolakes.com
ph: 317-243-1847
fax: 317-243-1527
Pat Hogan
Email: pshoga@landolakes.com
ph: 317-243-1502
fax: 317-243-1509

17 University of Nebraska
Soil and Plant Analytical Laboratory
139 Keim Hall
Lincoln, NE 68583-0916
ph: 402-472-1571
fax: 402-472-1396
* Mike Siedell - Board of Directors

Email: spal@unl.edu

18 Ward Laboratories, Inc.
4007 Cherry Ave., PO Box 788
Kearney, NE 68847- 0788
ph: 308-234-2418
fax: 308-234-1940

* Craig Holcomb
Email: nir@wardlab.com

* Mick Goedeken - Board of Directors, Secretary/ Treasurer
Email: info@wardlab.com
Lewis Elmer
Ray Ward

Email: rayward@wardlab.com
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NIRS Instrument Specialist

Susan Selman

USDFRC/ NIRS Consortium
1925 Linden Drive West
Madison, WI 53706

Phone: 608-264-5232

Fax: 608-264-5147

Email: slselman@facstaff.wisc.edu

NIRS Instrument Consultant
Paolo Berzaghi

Dip. Scienze Zootecniche - AGRIPOLIS
Via Romea 16

35020 Legnaro (PD)

ITALY

email paolo.berzaghi@unipd.it

ph. ++39-049-827-2655

fax ++39-049-827-2669

COLLABORATING MEMBERS:

UW Soil & Forage Analysis Laboratory
8396 Yellowstone Dr.

Marshfield, WI 54449

ph: 715-387-2523

fax: 715-387-1723

John Peters

Email: jbpeterl@facstaff.wisc.edu

Lisa Bauman

Email: Ibauman@facstaff.wisc.edu

US Dairy Forage Research Center
1925 Linden Dr. W.

Madison, WI 53706

ph: 608-264-5240

fax: 608-264-5147

Neal Martin - Board of Directors

Email: npmartin@facstaff.wisc.edu

Business Manager

Patty Laskowski

NIRS Consortium
Billing sent to:

5205 Schluter Rd.
Monona, WI 53716-2533
Phone: 608-661-7678
Fax: 608-442-5378

Email: pmlaskowski@facstaff.wisc.edu

Lab Office

1575 Linden Drive
Madison, WI 53706
Phone: 608-262-6203
Fax: 608-265-3437

04 University of Minnesota - Agronomy
411 Borlaug Hall

St. Paul, MN 55108
ph: 612-625-3747
fax: 612-625-3288
Paul Peterson

Email: peter072@umn.edu

05 University of Minnesota - Forage Quality
1902 Duddley Ave
St. Paul, MN 55108
ph: 612-625-8189
fax: 612-625-1268
Jim Halgerson
Email: halge00l@umn.edu
Salli Weston

Email: westo006@umn.edu



03 University of Wisconsin
Agronomy Department
1575 Linden Drive
Madison, WI 53706
ph: 608-263-5070
fax: 608-265-3437
Dan Undersander - Board of Directors
Email: djunders@facstaff.wisc.edu
Laboratory Office
ph: 608-262-6203



